SLOW FASHION

KUSIKUY is Slow Fashion.

Slow Fashion exists in a thoughtful, sustainable apparel market.  Slow Fashion garments are carefully hand made of locally sourced, natural materials.  There is minimum (if any) processing of these materials.  Materials are natural, intact, just as nature intended them to be.  This leads to garments that are made with premium fibers, ones that are not weakened through chemical processes and ones that will wear well and last longer.  

KUSIKUY’s Andean alpaca is the perfect example of a slow fiber.  Our free range, indigenous herds produce the finest alpaca in the world.  KUSIKUY sweaters last an average of 10 years and can be machine washed hundreds of time.

Slow fashion labor practices are fair.   Tailors and knitters are careful experts in garment construction and are paid well for their expertise.  

Slow Fashion is also sustainable.  Being locally sourced and hand made, cuts down on transportation and helps to grow and support communities.  KUSIKUY’s indigenous knitters are also organic farmers.  Today they are more dependent on sweater production now that the tropical glaciers are melting and drying up.  These glaciers once provided water for Andean crops.  Now the underground, glacial-fed aquifers are gone.  Crops can no longer be grown and a life sustaining income is lost.  Knitting has helped to replace some of this lost income through knitting work.  Buying fibers direct from local herdsman also extends the earnings made by the community.

Slow Fashion also rejects the trend-focused planned obsolescence that has driven the fashion industry for decades. Slow Fashion emphasizes lasting design and craftsmanship, so you can buy fewer clothes with a longer life. Design and color palettes are compatible from season to season, so you can build a wardrobe instead of replacing everything in an increasingly rapid and wasteful cycle. Brand loyalty and quality replace quantity.

Slow fashion saves you, the consumer, time and money.  No longer you have to spend time and gas traveling to stores constantly shopping for clothes.  Slow Fashion clothes last longer, look nicer, and in the long run cost less.  Plus you now have favorite clothes you look forward to wearing, have a relationship with, and remember. (Note: How many items do we forget are even in our closets because we never wear them – they are too hard to clean, the color is off, we are waiting for the style to come back in fashion, etc.).

Here’s an example:  Lets say an average factory made wool sweater costs $35 and lasts a season.  Then stitches come apart, it pills, stretches, shrinks, and in general is no longer is in style.  So another sweater is purchased the following year at the same throw-away price of $35.  In six years $210 and countless hours and gas have been spent on buying and replacing “cheap fashion” sweaters.   The average KUSIKUY hand knit, luxury quality, alpaca sweater costs $185 and lasts not six but 10 years!  So KUSIKUY sweaters are actually much “cheaper” than the un-sustainable throw-away fashions that we may normally buy. 

And the savings is not just in your own purse, but in your world too.  By buying a KUSIKUY (or any) Slow Fashion garment, you are saving your world from throw away garments entering landfills, the carbon contamination from overseas shipping, and the use of slave-like labor practices often associated with cheap, factory, “throw away fashion” manufacturing.  

Slow fashion is mindful, careful, consumerism that fosters positive relationships with the world and its people, of which we all are a part. 
